
How to Mark Your Bible As You Read 

Felt-tip pens c a n n o t be used on the thin paper on which most Bibles are printed. We suggest you
obtain an inexpensive paperback Bible with heavier paper for your reading and marking. You can
use a ballpoint or a fine felt-tip pen to mark your Bible with the following symbols: 

1. Brackets
2. Short diagonal lead-ins
3. Parallel diagonal lines in the margin 
4. Circles 
5. Vertical lines in the margin
6. Underlining

In addition, you may use a felt-tip “highlighter” (usually yellow) to mark through the words you
want to draw attention to instead of underlining them. The “highlighter” will leave a background
of colour light enough to allow you to read the words. 

You may choose to use all of these markings as you read, you may choose to use only one or two
of your favorite ones, or you may choose to make up some of your own.

In the following four passages of Scripture, from three different versions, marking is illustrated.
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Where to Read in Your Bible

✦ If reading the Bible is fairly new to you,
you might want to start with books in the
New Testament. (Some, however, might
find the Gospel of Matthew to be difficult
reading, so begin with Mark or John.) 

✦ Finish reading all of one book before 
starting another. 

✦ Perhaps the two most difficult books in 
the Bible are Leviticus and Revelation. 

✦ Instead of reading the Gospels 
consecutively, intersperse them 
with other books for variety. 

✦ When you are ready to begin reading in
the Old Testament, you might pick one 
of the following books: Joshua, 1 Samuel,
2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, Genesis,
Daniel. Some of these books have difficult
parts, so just skim through those sections.
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Reading and Marking

Exercise 

For your reading and marking exercise, you
will now work on Romans 12 from The Living
Bible. As you do this exercise, you will want to
(1) pray that God will speak to you from His
Word, (2) think through the passage, and (3)
mark the thoughts that impress you most.
After you have read this passage, you will 
have an opportunity later to share one or 
two things that you marked. 

Romans 12 (Living Bible) 

And so, dear brothers, I plead with you to 
give your bodies to God. Let them be a living 
sacrifice, holy – the kind He can accept. When
you think of what He has done for you, is this 
too much to ask? 2Don’t copy the behavior 
and customs of this world, but be a new and 
different person with a fresh newness in all you
do and think. Then you will learn from your own
experience how his ways will really satisfy you. 
3As God’s messenger I give each of you God’s
warning: Be honest in your estimate of 
yourselves, measuring your value by how much
faith God has given you. 4 , 5Just as there are
many parts to our bodies, so it is with Christ’s
body. We are all parts of it, and it takes 
every one of us to make it complete, for we
each have different work to do. So we belong
to each other, and each needs all the others. 
6God has given each of us the ability to do 
certain things well. So if God has given you the
ability to prophesy, then prophesy whenever
you can – as often as your faith is strong
enough to receive a message from God. 7If your
gift is that of serving others, serve them well. 
If you are a teacher, do a good job of teaching.
8If you are a preacher, see to it that your 
sermons are strong and helpful. If God has
given you money, be generous in helping oth-

ers with it. If God has given you administrative
ability and put you in charge of the work of
others, take the responsibility seriously. Those
who offer comfort to the sorrowing should do
so with Christian cheer. 
9Don’t just pretend that you love others: really
love them. Hate what is wrong. Stand on the
side of good. 10Love each other with brotherly
affection and take delight in honoring each
other. 11Never be lazy in your work but serve
the Lord enthusiastically. 
12Be glad for all God is planning for you. 
Be patient in trouble, and prayerful always.
13When God’s children are in need, you be the
one to help them out. And get into the habit 
of inviting guests home for dinner or, 
if they need lodging, for the night. 
14If someone mistreats you because you are a
Christian, don’t curse him; pray that God will
bless him. 15When others are happy, be happy
with them. If they are sad, share their sorrow.
16Work happily together. Don’t try to act big.
Don’t try to get into the good graces of 
important people, but enjoy the company of
ordinary folks. And don’t think you know it all! 
17Never pay back evil for evil. Do things in such
a way that everyone can see you are honest
clear through. 18Don’t quarrel with anyone. 
Be at peace with everyone, just as much as 
possible. 
19Dear friends, never avenge yourselves. 
Leave that to God, for He has said that 
He will repay those who deserve it. 
[Don’t take the law into your own hands.]
2 0Instead, feed your enemy if he is hungry. If he
is thirsty give him something to drink and you
will be “heaping coals of fire on his head.” 
In other words, he will feel ashamed of himself
for what he has done to you. 21Don’t let evil get
the upper hand but conquer evil by doing
g o o d .


